


WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 15          
Pilgrimages Presentation (Cthl Chrts.) 2:00pm, Church 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 16                
Flame Group 10:30am, St. Paul’s Room 
RCIA 11:00am, St. Anne’s Room 
Christmas Play Practice 12:15pm, Church 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 17 
Giving Tree 8:00am, St. John’s Hall 
OLA Basketball 3:00pm, Parish Hall 
Christian Meditation 4:00pm, Church 
Pastoral Council Meeting 6:30pm, St. Paul’s Room 
Boy Scouts Meeting 6:45pm, St. John’s Hall  
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 18 
Giving Tree Pick-Up 8:00am, St. John’s Hall 
OLA Basketball 3:00pm, Parish Hall 
Young Rembrandt’s Art program 3:10pm, St. Paul’s  
OLA Christmas Play 7:00pm, Church 
Baptism Prep Class 6:45pm, St. Anne’s Room 
Baptism Prep Class 6:45pm, St. Paul’s Room 
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 19 
Legion of Mary Meeting 8:45am, St. Paul’s Room 
OLA Christmas Program 9:30am, Church 
OLA Basketball 3:00pm, Parish Hall 
Youth Music Ministry Rehearsal 6:00pm, Church 
Adult Music Ministry Rehearsal 7:00pm, Church 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 20             
OLA Basketball 3:00pm, Parish Hall 
Cub Scout Meeting (Pack 225) 6:00pm, St. John’s Hall 
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 21 
OLA Basketball 3:00pm, Parish Hall 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 22       
Holy Land Sales 5:00pm, Church Portico 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 15 
5:00pm  Jack Madigan & Mary   Fernando & Peggy  
     Tapparo (Healing)                        
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 16 
8:00am    Anne  McHenry †     Ernest & Linda Portillo  
9:30am   Anne Majuk †       Nancy Williams 
11:00am  Patricia & Frank Farhar †† Hodsdon Family 
7:30pm  OLA Parishioners     
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 17 
8:00am    Souls in Purgatory †    Anonymous 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 18 
8:00am     Steve Barbarich       Doud Family 
      (Intentions) 
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 19 
8:00am    Ann Neuhaus †      Eric Neuhaus 
THURSDAY,   DECEMBER 20 
8:00am   Souls in Purgatory †    Anonymous  
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 21 
St.  Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church 
8:00am   Todd Perry †        Monica Weeks 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 22 
5:00pm  Fred & Lizz Baca † †     Baca Family   

Monday, December 17 
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17; Mt 1:1-17      
Tuesday, December 18 
Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25  
Wednesday, December 19 
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17;  
Lk 1:5-25            
Thursday, December 20 
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38         
Friday, December 21 
Sg 2:8-14; Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21; Lk 
1:39-45              
Saturday, December 22 
1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd;  
Lk 1:46-56       
Sunday, December 23 
Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10;  
Lk 1:39-45             

Rejoice in the Lord always (2)! Great in our midst is 
the Holy One of Israel, a mighty savior (1, Ps). It is he 
whom John foretold:; it is he who will baptize in the 
Holy Spirit (3). 



OUR PARISH 

Called to joyCalled to joyCalled to joy   

Writing from prison as he awaits his death, St Paul calls on Christians to rejoice in the Lord 
and to be kind to all. He says that we are to rejoice because the Lord is near and he tells us to 
put our faith in God by praying for all things. In the First reading the Prophet Zephaniah ech-
oes the same call saying that the Lord is in our midst and has removed His judgement 
against us. St John the Baptist announces the cause for our joy: Jesus came to baptize us in 
the Holy Spirit Who consoles and guides us. Through faith and prayer, as well as repentance, 
we receive the Holy Spirit Who fills our hearts with peace and love inspiring us to be kind 
and live in joy. 

A Catholic Journey through Recovery 

The Pastoral Council is very pleased to announce that 
we will inaugurate a new ministry, Catholic in Recov-
ery, in early January. The twice-monthly meetings will 
focus on the healing of addiction and unhealthy attach-
ments. Together we will aim to supplement each oth-
er’s' personal recovery with a sacramental understand-
ing of God's mercy using the traditions of the Catholic 
Church. During these meetings we'll tie together liturgi-
cal themes, scripture from Sunday's Mass readings and 
twelve step recovery principles. Loved ones of those 
struggling with addiction or unhealthy attachments are 
welcome to participate. Our first meeting will be held 
on Monday, January 7, from 6:00 - 7:00 pm in St. 
Paul’s room. Confidentiality will be fully supported. 
Please join these joyful meetings full of honesty, open-
ness, and gratefulness. If you have any questions related 
to our Catholic in Recovery ministry, please contact 
Jenny Teeters at  
jennyteeters@gmail.com or 916-265-3935. 

Attention Parishioners  
Christmas Decorating Schedule 

 Friday, December 21st - Poinsettias & Trees will 
be delivered in the morning. 

  1pm-3pm Remove Coverings from Poinsettias. 

 Saturday, December 22nd – 9am-4pm Decorate 
entire church (with exception of placing poinset-
tias around. 

 Sunday, December 23rd-12:30PM-Finished 
complete decorating not able to get done on Sat-
urday and place all flowers on altar and around 
trees, etc. 

Please, if you are available to help on any of the 
days, phone the parish office (916) 481-5115 and 
give your name. I will supply lunch for Saturday. 
Thank you! 

-Joan Cotton 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES SCHEDULE 

The Nativity of the Lord 
Since many people come home for Christmas and 
join us, Masses are likely to be crowded. You may 
wish to plan to come early. There will be half an 
hour of music before EVERY Mass. 

Christmas Eve – Monday, Dec. 24th 
4:00pm Family Mass 

6:00pm Christmas Eve Mass 
12:00am Midnight Mass 

Children of the parish will celebrate the Christmas 
Pageant at the 4:00 Mass only. 

Christmas Day - Tuesday, Dec. 25th 
9:00am Morning Mass 
11:00am Daytime Mass 

Octave of Christmas 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

***Holy Day of Obligation*** 

Monday, December 31st: 5:30pm  
Tuesday, January 1st: 10:00 am 

mailto:jennyteeters@gmail.com


OLA Youth Choir and Music Ensemble for Advent and Christmas 

All parish and OLA school children (grades 1-8) are invited to participate! Singers and instrumentalists wel-
come. We will be serving at the 9:30 am Mass at the 4:00 pm Christmas Eve Mass (December 24). We are 
hoping for a large ensemble this year, and we need everyone's help to make that happen. Please encourage the 
youth in your life to participate! The participation of our youth in the liturgy is a special gift.  In addition to 
learning beloved Advent and Christmas songs, participants will also learn the structure and sequence of the 
Mass and the basics of vocal technique and healthy singing.    

Practices are from 6:00-6:55 on most Wednesday evenings beginning November 7th through December 19th. 
Please contact our Music Director, Casey Oliver, with any questions at 481-5115 or worship@olaparish.net. 

OLA SCHOOL NEWS 

Meetings are held in the Youth Room (Seton Hall)  

Grades 7 & 8:  Wednesdays, 7:00pm-8:30pm 

Grades 9 - 12: OLA’s Life Teen Mass every Sunday 
at 11am followed by group meeting from 12-1:30pm  

For more information about Youth Groups,  
please contact OLA´s Youth Minister,  

Johann Rubia-Miller at (916) 481-5115 or   
Email: youth@olaparish.net 

Encounter 

Eucharistic Adoration & Fellowship 
1st Thursday of every month  

7:00 pm - Church 

For more information, contact Malcolm 
MacDonald at 
mmacdonald.ardeanery@gmail.com 

“The greatest love story of all time is contained 
in a tiny white Host." 

-Ven. Fulton J. Sheen. 

Washington D.C. Trip Fundraisers 

Pavilions Car Wash and Cougar Socks  

Looking for stocking stuffer ideas? How about Pa-

villion car wash gift cards and or cougar crew 

socks for your little (or big) dribbler? Car washes 

are $30. This covers a full service car wash, triple 

coat protectant, air fragrance, and rain-X all service 

protectant (wheel cleaning and tire dressing not 

included). Contact your favorite 8th grade family 

for car washes or Amy Kuzmich 

ackuzmich@gmail.com. Need Cougar Socks? Con-

tact Kristi Fluetsch kfluetsch@mac.com.  

7TH ANNUAL OLA CRAB FEED 
BENEFITTING THE 8TH GRADE 

CLASS TRIP 
 Saturday, February 23, 2019 

        Updates coming soon!  

Country Fair 

Please note that the Fair date has changed 
from May 4th to the weekend of May 10th 
and 11th. 

FUTURE EVENTSFUTURE EVENTSFUTURE EVENTS   
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Gaudete Week 

O ur week begins with “Gaudete Sunday.” Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin.  It comes from the first word of 
the Entrance antiphon on this Sunday. The spirit of joy that begins this week comes from the words of Paul, 

“The Lord is near.” This joyful spirit is marked by the third candle of our Advent wreath, which is rose-colored, and 
the rose-colored vestments often used at the Eucharist. 

The second part of Advent begins on December 17th each year. For the last eight days before Christmas, the plan 
of the readings changes. The first readings are still from the prophesies, but now the gospels are from the infancy 
narratives of Matthew and Luke. We read the stories of faithful women and men who prepared the way for our 
salvation. We enter into the story of how Jesus' life began. These stories are filled with hints of what his life will 
mean for us. Faith and generosity overcome impossibility. Poverty and persecution reveal glory. 

Preparing our Hearts and asking for Grace 

We prepare this week by feeling the joy.  We move through this week feeling a part of the 
waiting world that rejoices because our longing has prepared us to believe the reign of God is 
close at hand.  And so we consciously ask:  

Prepare our hearts  
and remove the sadness  
that hinders us from feeling  
the joy and hope  
which his presence  
will bestow. 

Each morning this week, in that brief moment we are becoming accustomed to, we want to light a third inner 
candle. Three candles, going from expectation, to longing, to joy. They represent our inner preparation, or inner 
perspective.  In this world of “conflict and division,” “greed and lust for power,” we begin each day this week with 
a sense of liberating joy.  Perhaps we can pause, breathe deeply and say, 

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,  
my spirit rejoices in God my savior.” 

Each day this week, we will continue to go through our everyday life, but we will experience the difference our 
faith can bring to it.  We are confident that the grace we ask for will be given us.  We will encounter sin - in our 
own hearts and in our experience of the sin of the world.  We can pause in those moments, and feel the joy of the 
words, 

“You are to name him Jesus,   
because he will save his people 
from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 

We may experience the Light shining into dark places of our lives and showing us patterns of sinfulness, and 
inviting us to experience God's mercy and healing.  Perhaps we wish to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
this week.  We may want to make gestures of reconciliation with a loved one, relative, friend or associate.  With 
more light and joy, it is easier to say, “I'm sorry; let's begin again.” 

Each night this week we want to pause in gratitude.  Whatever the day has brought, no matter how busy it has 
been, we can stop, before we fall asleep, to give thanks for a little more light, a little more freedom to walk by that 
light, in joy. 

Our celebration of the coming of our Savior in history, is opening us up to experience his coming to us this year, 
and preparing us to await his coming in Glory. 

Come, Lord Jesus.  Come and visit your people. 
We await your coming.  Come, O Lord. 

“Taken from Praying Advent, on Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/online.html Used with permission.” 

The Roman Church has been singing the "O" Antiphons 
since at least the eighth century. They are the antiphons 
that accompany the Magnificat canticle of Evening 
Prayer from December 17-23. They are a magnificent 
theology that uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from 
the messianic hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the 
coming Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old 
Testament hopes, but present ones as well. Their repeated 
use of the imperative "Come!" embodies the longing of 
all for the Divine Messiah. 

Dec. 17 - O’ Sapientia (meaning O Wisdom), from  
Isaiah 11:2-3.  
Dec. 18 - O’ Adonai (O Leader/Ruler), Isaiah 11:4-5  
and 33:22 
Dec. 19 - O’ Radix (O Root of Jesse), Isaiah 11:1 
Dec. 20 - O’ Clavis (O Key of David), Isaiah 22:22 
Dec. 21 - O’ Oriens (O Radiant Dawn), Isaiah 9:1 
Dec. 22- O’ Rex Gentium (O King of the Nations),  
Isaiah 2:4 
Dec. 23- - O’ Emmanuel (O God with Us), Isaiah 7:14. 

O Antiphons 

http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
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GET ON THE BUS 

Each year this program rallies Catholic 

communities throughout the state to 

provide the children of incarcerated par-

ents with a visit with their Mother or 

Father.  

Please join us for Get On The Bus vol-

unteer training 

WHEN:   Saturday, January 5, 2019 

WHERE:  St John the Evangelist Church Carmichael.  

       5751 Locust Ave, Carmichael, CA 95608 

TIME:   10:00 – 2:30pm  

Please RSVP to Jackelin Aguilar, at (530) 844-8750 or  
jaguilar@crjw.org 

LIVE, LEARN &ENJOY YOUR FAITH 

Deaf Ministry Christmas Celebration: The 
Deaf Ministry Christmas Celebration will be on 
Saturday, December 22, 2018. Fr. Paul Zirimenya 
(Deaf Priest) from the Archdiocese of San 
Francisco will celebrate Mass in ASL at 3:00pm. 
Our annual Deaf Ministry Christmas gathering 
will be directly following Mass. Join us! Spread 
Christmas joy - invite your family and friends to 
come along – all are welcome! Location: St. 
Elizabeth of Portugal Catholic Church, 1817 12th 
St, Sacramento CA 95814. For more information, 
please contact Jo Kristine Clark at Office/Voice 
phone: 916-733- 0138 or Text: 530-902-4254. 
You can also go to the Deaf Ministry's Diocesan 
website www.scd.org/dcm, or visit our Facebook 
page: Deaf Ministry - Diocese of Sacramento. 

Mother – Daughter Programs. The Mother-

Daughter programs explore God’s special gift of 

human fertility and the beauty and wonder of 

God’s plan for growing up and becoming a 

woman. The Teen (13 – 16) and Tween (10 – 12) 

programs cover similar subject matter while 

differing in depth and scope. Offered five times 

from January – April.  

Visit www.scd.org/motherdaughter for more 

information about program locations, times and 

content or to register. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

2018-2019 Christ the King Passionist  
Women´s Retreat 

Renew your inner life at our parish weekend retreat for 
women on Friday, January 11, 2019 at 4:30 pm through 
Sunday, January 13, 2019, ending with lunch. 
This year´s theme is: “On the Way with Jesus.” 
Enjoy soul renewing talks, quiet surroundings, beautiful, 
spacious grounds, private rooms, and healthy delicious 
meals. Reconciliation, counseling and massages are also 
available. 
Take advantage of this retreat house in our neighborhood 
and give yourself a vacation with God. 
Please make reservation soon, as room availability is 
limited. 
For more information, call OLA Coordinator, Patty Cal-
lahan at 916-296-8477. For reservations, go to 
www.christthekingretreatcenter.org or call 916-725-4720 
ext. 301. 

Questions of the Week 

Theme: John baptized with water, but the Messiah 

will baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 

Breaking Open the Word 

Suggested text for faith sharing: Today’s Gospel 

Step One: Listen to the Word 
As you hear this reading, what words or phrases 

strike you? What in this reading touches your 

heart? What lingers in your memory? 

Step Two: Look into Your Life 

Question for Children: Why is it so important to 

keep promises which you have made? 

Question for Youth: What do you remember from 

stories about your Baptism? What does your 

Baptism mean to you now? 

Question for Adults: How can you live the 
promise of your Baptism each day? 

tel:(530)%20844-8750
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STEWARDSHIP 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by 
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make 
your requests known to God.”  
Philippians 4:6 

St. Paul reminds us that our God is an abundant God, 
the ultimate giver of gifts. He promises to give us all 
that we need. When we trust that God will take care of 
us, it is easier for us to share what we have been 
given. 

OFFERING 

Week of December 9 

Weekend Offertory:             $ 11,916.73  

Electronic Giving:              $   2,110.00 

Total:                     $ 14,026.73 

Average Weekly Budget Amount:   $  12,500.00 

Invitation to Help Carmichael’s Homeless 
“There but for the grace of God go I.” 

At the beginning of the New Year, our parish has the opportunity to help the homeless even 
more, in a very simple but profound way. Three of our neighbor churches, will each host one of 
the nine weeks of Winter Sanctuary, with the guidance of Carmichael HART. They need our 
help. The three churches and the dates that will need help include:  
 St. John the Evangelist (5751 Locust Ave.): Wednesday, January 2 from 4:30 pm through 

Thursday, January 3 at 6:30 a.m. 
 American River Community Church (3300 Walnut Avenue): Wednesday, January 16 from 4:30 pm through 

Thursday, January 17 at 6:30 a.m. 
 Crossroads Church (7100 Fair Oaks Boulevard): Wednesday, February 27 from 4:30 pm through Thursday, 

February 28 at 6:30 a.m. 
Each church will host 20-25 guests that have been screened and bussed to their church. OLA will need a mini-
mum of 18 volunteers to sign up for various shifts, and most especially late night and overnight. We will 
need volunteers to plan and cook a simple dinner and pack a light breakfast, as the guests leave in the morn-
ing. In addition to the preparation of meals, we will need volunteers to cover the following shifts: 
Each Wednesday 
4:30pm – 7:30 pm: 5 volunteers for Dinner and Clean Up 
5:30 pm – 8:00 pm: 4 volunteers for Hospitality and Serving 
7:30 pm – 11:30 pm: 2 males and 1 female for the Night Shift 
Each Thursday 
11:30 pm – 6:30 am: 2 males and 1 female for the Overnight Shift 
5:15 am – 6:30 am: 3 volunteers for Wake-up and Boarding of the Busses 
If you are interested in volunteering for one or more shifts, please contact Juan Yñiguez (jcyniguez@att.net or 
916.207.9512). This is also a good opportunity for our parish ministries to volunteer as groups. Teens are welcome 
to participate, but they must be accompanied by their parent or guardian.  Please feel free to learn more about Car-
michael HART at https://carmichaelhart.org. Thank you!!! 

Please bookmark our link, located at 
smile.amazon.com/ch/45-3954215.   and 
support us every time you shop at no 
additional cost to you. Thank you! 

This weekend we sort the beautiful gifts and 
prepare them for distribution to the families. 
Please remember to bring in your wrapped 
gift by NOON on SUNDAY, DEC 16. Thank 
you warmly for your generosity. You are 
sharing Christmas joy and hope with those in 
need. Problem? Call Christine 761-4939, 
Beth 487-2374 or MaryCaye’s cell 709-2235. 

December  Upcoming December  Upcoming December  Upcoming    
Second Collect ionsSecond Collect ionsSecond Collect ions    

Thank you for your generosity with the collection for 
the Retirement Fund for the Religious. 

Following you will find our upcoming second 
collections: 

December 22nd/23rd: Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development 
December 29th/30th: St. Vincent de Paul Society 

mailto:jcyniguez@att.net
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