


WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 22          
No events 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 23                
No events 
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 24 
Parish Office Closed 8:30am, Other 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 25 
Parish Office Closed 8:30am, Other 
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 26 
OLA Basketball 9:00am, Parish Hall 
THURSDAY,  DECEMBER 27             
OLA Basketball 9:00am, Parish Hall 
Ben Stradley Funeral 11:00am, Church 
Girl Scout Troop 103 Mtg. 6:15pm, St. John’s Hall 
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 28 
OLA Basketball 9:00am, Parish Hall 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 29   
No events 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 22 
5:00pm  Fred & Lizz Baca ††    Baca Family                    
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER 23 
8:00am    Alba Zanzig †       Zboralske Family  
9:30am   Gert Langer †       Langer Family 
11:00am  Paulina Carbon (Healing) Her Children 
7:30pm  OLA Parishioners     
MONDAY,  DECEMBER 24 
Vigil of the Nativity of the Lord 
8:00am    Laurel Carbon      Paulina Carbon & Family 
4:00pm  Trudy Parsley †      Barbara Agnell 
6:00pm  Gregorio Hernandez †   Hernandez Family 
TUESDAY,  DECEMBER 25 
The Nativity of the Lord 
12:00am  Margaret Rodrigues    Anonymous 
9:00am     John Fuoco †       Mary Jane Fuoco 
11:00am  Kenneth Whitfield †    Shirley Whitfield 
WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER 26 
St. Stephen, First  Martyr  
8:00am    Souls in Purgatory †    Anonymous 
THURSDAY,   DECEMBER 27 
St. John, Apostle & Evangelist 
8:00am   Judith Wilson †      Wilson Family  
FRIDAY,  DECEMBER 28 
Holy Innocents, Martyrs  
8:00am   Emerson Severin †   Paulina Carbon & Family 
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 29 
St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr 
5:00pm  Tom Stacy †       Litchfield/Stacy Family                   

Monday, December 24 
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; 
Lk 1:67-79  

Tuesday, December 25 
Is 52:7-10; Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-
18 or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14  

Wednesday, December 26 
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc 
and 17; Mt 10:17-22           

Thursday, December 27 
1 Jn 1:1-4; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn 20:1a and 2-8         

Friday, December 28 
1 Jn 1:5—2:2; Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7cd-8; Mt 2:13-18             

Saturday, December 29 
1 Jn 2:3-11; Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6; Lk 2:22-35       

Sunday, December 30 
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5.; Col 3:12-21 or 
3:12-17; Lk 2:41-52              

From Bethlehem shall come one who will rule Israel 
(1). Born of Mary, the servant of the Lord (3), he will 
protect and save us (Ps), offering himself once and for 
all in doing the Father’s will (2). 



OUR PARISH 

Blessed are you who believe 

In today’s Gospel , Elizabeth rejoices with the Virgin Mary and proclaims that Mary is 

Blessed for believing in God’s Word. Because of Her Faith, Mary became Blessed and 

Blessed the world. In Her, God entered our world sharing in our humanity to liberate us from 

sin and death. Blessed are all who believe in God’s Love. 

Martha and Mary Ministry 

 “On their journey Jesus entered a vil-
lage where a woman named Martha 
welcomed him to her home.  She had a 
sister named Mary, who seated herself 
at the Lord’s feet and listened to his 
words.”  Luke 10:38-42 
The Martha and Mary Ministry meets 
each month in the spirit of hospitality 
demonstrated by Martha and Mary. 

We provide funeral receptions for parishioners as 
part of that ministry.  Next year, we plan to incor-
porate bible study into our meetings to further emu-
late Martha and Mary, who set aside their work to 
listen to Jesus. 
We also enjoy a light luncheon with our meetings 
and also welcome guest speakers who can enlight-
en us on topics of interest to the group. 
All ladies of the parish are encouraged to stop by 
on the first Thursday of each month, in St. John’s 
Hall at 11:00 to join in faith and fellowship.  For 
additional information, please contact Joan Cotton 
at faithformation@olaparish.net.  

A Catholic Journey through Recovery 

The Pastoral Council is very pleased to announce 
that we will inaugurate a new ministry, Catholic in 
Recovery, in early January. The twice-monthly meet-
ings will focus on the healing of addiction and un-
healthy attachments. Together we will aim to supple-
ment each other’s' personal recovery with a sacra-
mental understanding of God's mercy using the tradi-
tions of the Catholic Church. During these meetings 
we'll tie together liturgical themes, scripture from 
Sunday's Mass readings and twelve step recovery 
principles. Loved ones of those struggling with ad-
diction or unhealthy attachments are welcome to par-
ticipate. Our first meeting will be held on Monday, 
January 7, from 6:00 - 7:00 pm in St. Paul’s 
room. Confidentiality will be fully supported. Please 
join these joyful meetings full of honesty, openness, 
and gratefulness. If you have any questions related to 
our Catholic in Recovery ministry, please contact 
Jenny Teeters at  
jennyteeters@gmail.com or 916-265-3935. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES SCHEDULE 

The Nativity of the Lord 
Since many people come home for Christmas and 
join us, Masses are likely to be crowded. You may 
wish to plan to come early. There will be half an 
hour of music before EVERY Mass. 

Christmas Eve – Monday, Dec. 24th 
4:00pm Family Mass 

6:00pm Christmas Eve Mass 
12:00am Midnight Mass 

Children of the parish will celebrate the Christmas 
Pageant at the 4:00 Mass only. 

Christmas Day - Tuesday, Dec. 25th 
9:00am Morning Mass 
11:00am Daytime Mass 

Octave of Christmas 
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

***Holy Day of Obligation*** 

Monday, December 31st: 5:30pm  
Tuesday, January 1st: 10:00 am 

mailto:faithformation@olaparish.net
mailto:jennyteeters@gmail.com


OLA SCHOOL NEWS 

Meetings are held in the Youth Room (Seton Hall)  

Grades 7 & 8:  Wednesdays, 7:00pm-8:30pm 

Grades 9 - 12: OLA’s Life Teen Mass every Sunday 
at 11am followed by group meeting from 12-1:30pm  

For more information about Youth Groups,  
please contact OLA´s Youth Minister,  

Johann Rubia-Miller at (916) 481-5115 or   
Email: youth@olaparish.net 

Encounter 

Eucharistic Adoration & Fellowship 
1st Thursday of every month  
7:00 to 8:00pm in the Chapel  

For more information, contact Malcolm 
MacDonald at 
mmacdonald.ardeanery@gmail.com 

“The greatest love story of all time is contained 
in a tiny white Host." 

-Ven. Fulton J. Sheen. 

Important Admission Dates for 2019/2020 
Our Lady of the Assumption Preschool – Eighth Grade 

Personal Tour                                              Set appointment 
 Please contact Jane Ricci at 916-489-8958 or development@olaparish.net. 

OLA Information Night                                       January 10, 2019 

 Please attend to learn more about our school program from our Principal,  
Ms. Nicole Grant, and members of our faculty at 7:00 p.m. in St. John’s Hall  
located off Walnut Avenue parking lot between the school and church buildings. 

Open House                                                January 27, 2019 
 Mass begins at 9:30 a.m. 
 Classrooms are open from 10:30 a.m. to noon.  

Kindergarten, Kinder Rich, Transitional Kindergarten and Preschool Visitation    February 8, 2019  
 Kindergarten & Kinder Rich:  9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
 Preschool/Pre-K:  10:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. 
 Please check in at the school office (off Walnut Ave.) prior to visit.  

Applications Due                                           February 15, 2019 
Complete the on-line application at: 

http://olaparishschool.beehv.com/admissions/admissions-application. 
Email the front/back of your child’s two most recent report cards and   

standardized test scores to development@olaparish.net. 

Letters of Decision Mailed         February 28, 2019 

mailto:mmacdonald.ardeanery@gmail.com
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Reflecting On the Manger 
The Mystery Revealed to us in the Hay 

A n ox knows its owner,   
and an ass, its master's manger;   
But Israel does not know,   
my people has not understood.  
- Isaiah 1:2 

The story of the birth of Jesus, as told to us by Luke, is full of joy in the midst of 
great conflict and sadness - even irony and rejection.  It prepares us for the scandal 
of the cross by helping us see, in such a beautifully told story, that Jesus' mission is 
revealed to us in how he came to us - in poverty and humiliation. There, in the hay, 
we begin to know.  There, in the manger, we begin to understand.  Our God is 
revealed to us by coming in the lowliest of possible places. It is a meditation for our 
whole lives.  This story is here to bring us light in the midst of any darkness, 
poverty, rejection, emptiness, sinfulness we experience.  By reminding us of where 
he comes, the Good New is also a revelation of who we are.  We are the "people 
who walk in darkness."  We are people who experience parts of our lives as dry and 
unwelcoming as that hay.  We are people who, on our own, not only fail to know 
and understand; we are capable of tremendous infidelity and stubborn independence. 

We get our word "manger" from the Latin (and so French, Italian, Spanish) root, which means simply "to eat."  
Jesus comes, into the greatest place of our poverty, not only to be "with us" but to nourish us.  The manger can be 
the place we go this Christmas to be fed with the acceptance, love, and peace we need.  There is no place of 
darkness in which we need ever feel alone.  There is no situation, no loss, no tragedy that need ever leave us empty.  
There is no sin, no matter how selfish that will ever leave us apart from God's love. 

We have prayed, "Come, Lord Jesus. Come and visit your people.  We await your coming.  Come, O Lord."  Now, 
our eyes are opened to the wondrous joy of his coming to us in that manger 2,000 years ago, so that we will know 
and understand his coming to us in our hunger today, and ultimately so that we will long for his final coming to 
bring us to the banquet that has been prepared, to fill all our longing. 

- “Taken from Praying Advent, on Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/
CollaborativeMinistry/online.html 
Used with permission.” 

The Twelve Days of Christmas Explained 

The "True Love" one hears in the song is not a smitten boy or girlfriend but Jesus 
Christ, because truly Love was born on Christmas Day. The partridge in the pear tree 
also represents Him because that bird is willing to sacrifice its life, if necessary, to 
protect its young by feigning injury to draw away predators. 
According to Ann Ball in her book, Handbook Of Catholic Sacramentals: 
The two turtle doves were the Old and New Testaments. 
The three French hens stood for faith, hope, and love. 
The four calling birds were the four gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. 
The five golden rings represented the first five books of the Old Testament, which 
describe man's fall into sin and the great love of God in sending a Savior. 
The six geese a-laying stood for the six days of creation. 
Seven swans a-swimming represented the sevenfold gifts of the Holy Spirit-----Prophesy, Serving, Teaching, Ex-
hortation, Contribution, Leadership, and Mercy. 
The eight maids a-milking were the eight beatitudes. 
Nine ladies dancing were the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit-----Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience [Forbearance], Good-
ness [Kindness], Mildness, Fidelity, Modesty, Continency [Chastity]. 
The ten lords a-leaping were the Ten Commandments. 
The eleven pipers piping stood for the eleven faithful Apostles. 
The twelve drummers drumming symbolized the twelve points of belief in The Apostles' Creed. 

http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
https://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product/?item_no=34482&p=1010575


GET ON THE BUS 

Each year this program rallies Catholic 

communities throughout the state to 

provide the children of incarcerated par-

ents with a visit with their Mother or 

Father.  

Please join us for Get On The Bus vol-

unteer training 

WHEN:   Saturday, January 5, 2019 

WHERE:  St John the Evangelist Church Carmichael.  

       5751 Locust Ave, Carmichael, CA 95608 

TIME:   10:00 – 2:30pm  

Please RSVP to Jackelin Aguilar, at (530) 844-8750 or  
jaguilar@crjw.org 

LIVE, LEARN &ENJOY YOUR FAITH 

Feast of the Holy Innocents Candlelight 
Rosary and Procession with Bishop 
Jaime Soto. On Friday, December 28, 2018 the 
annual Feast of the Holy Innocents Candlelight 
Rosary Procession and Mass will meet at 6:00 
p.m. at the steps of the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament (11th & K) and pray for the sanctity of 
life as we walk to Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish 
(7th & T) for bilingual Mass at 7:00 p.m. This 
March for Life commemorates those male infants 
of Bethlehem who were killed by decree of King 
Herod, as well as those innocent unborn babies 
lost by abortion today. Bring your family and 
friends. Candles will be provided. Knights of 
Columbus will provide a ride back to the 
cathedral. Dress warmly and bring umbrellas if 
needed. For more information, please call Leticia 
at (916) 519-0417. 

Mother – Daughter Programs. The Mother-
Daughter programs explore God’s special gift of 
human fertility and the beauty and wonder of 
God’s plan for growing up and becoming a 
woman. The Teen (13 – 16) and Tween (10 – 12) 
programs cover similar subject matter while 
differing in depth and scope. Offered five times 
from January – April.  
Visit www.scd.org/motherdaughter for more 
information about program locations, times and 
content or to register. 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

Discernment Day 

Are you seeking for Truth? Are you 
yearning for the infinite and for happi-
ness? Christ is the Answer! Come and 
See! The Dominican Nuns of Corpus 
Christi Monastery are hosting a Come 
and See Day for single, Catholic wo-
men ages 18-38 on January 19, 2019 
at their monastery on 215 Oak Grove 
Avenue in Menlo Park, California. For 
those outside the San Francisco Bay 

Area, the nuns also have limited accommodations for 
overnight guests. For more information and to register 
visit www.opnunsmenlo.org/upcoming-events/ or contact 
Sister Joseph Marie O.P. at voca-
tions@opnunsmenlo.org. The day begins with Mass at 
8:00 a.m. followed by Divine Office, Rosary, Conferen-
ces on Discernment, Recreation with the nuns, Adoration 
and more! The event is free and all meals will be provi-
ded. 

Questions of the Week 

Theme: Jesus is God made flesh. (Emmanuel = 

God is with us!) 

Breaking Open the Word 

Suggested text for faith sharing: Today’s Gospel 

Step One: Listen to the Word 

What one word or thought in this reading really 

strikes you? What overall sense of the Christian life 

do you get from this reading? 

Step Two: Look into Your Life 
Question for Children: When you pray, how do 

you hear God’s voice in response? 

Question for Youth: God speaks to us in our 

intuitions and imagination, as he did to Joseph in 

this dream. What is your experience of hearing God 

speak in this way? What is God asking of you? 

Question for Adults: What experiences do you 

have of God “speaking to you” and directing your 

life and work? How does God speak to you in 

prayer? 

tel:(530)%20844-8750
mailto:jaguilar@crjw.org
http://www.scd.org/motherdaughter
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Matthew 25 Ministries 

Dear Parishioners, 
We have had no one step forward to take 
over the Medicine Bottle Project, so we must 
discontinue it.  Please do NOT drop off med-
icine bottles in the Soap for Souls black 
bins. Thank you very much for your support 
for the past year.  We made a huge difference 

in that time! 

STEWARDSHIP 

“For behold, when the voice of your greeting came 
to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for 
joy.” (Luke 1:44) 

When you hear the scripture readings and Gospel 
reading each Sunday, do you “leap for joy?” If not, 
don’t blame the lecturer or priest, rather look inside 
yourself. Do you prepare for Mass each week or do 
you just show up and expect to be entertained? We are 
called to be active participants, not passive by-
standers. 

OFFERING 

Week of December 16 

Weekend Offertory:             $ 8,422.76  

Electronic Giving:              $ 6,328.33  

Total:                       $14,751.09 

Average Weekly Budget Amount:    $12,500.00 

Please bookmark our link, located at 
smile.amazon.com/ch/45-3954215.   and 
support us every time you shop at no 
additional cost to you. Thank you! 

St. Vincent de Paul’s Services, Operation and Support 

On December 29th and 30th, the second collection will be for Our Lady of Assumption’s St. Vincent 

de Paul ministry.  You, our OLA parishioners, have been most generous in your support for the 

poor living within OLA’s parish boundaries.  Since October, needy families were helped with 

$6,098.45 for rent, utilities, beds, furniture, clothing and other essentials.  Also since October 1st, 

3,002 people were given food including full Thanksgiving dinners for 173 families totaling 626 

people.  The food locker is open two mornings a week, giving a minimum of three meals for three 

days for each member of the household. Clients may come every 14 days.  Food donations are appreciated from 

the OLA ministries, OLA students, and individual parishioners dropping off non-perishable items in the containers 

in the back of church.  The Youth Group’s “Soap for Souls” toiletries bags are also greatly appreciated.  Almost 

daily, volunteers pick-up food at Winco and Save Mart stores and twice-weekly trips are made to the Sacramento 

Food Bank for much needed basics.  Anyone interested in being a part of OLA’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry as 

either a Food Locker or Home Visitation volunteer may talk with a member or call (916) 481-6352 for infor-

mation.  Our local needy would not be assisted without your OLA parishioner support.  Stamped envelopes for 

your use are in the pew racks.  If you are away for the Fifth Sunday collection, envelopes may be dropped in anoth-

er collection or left at the parish office.  Thank You! May God’s blessings be yours at this most holy season! 

Thank you very much for your 

exceptional generosity! Many needy 

families enjoyed a wonderful 

Christmas because of you. They send 

you their heartfelt thanks. 

Second Collect ionSecond Collect ionSecond Collect ion    
December 22nd/23rd 

This weekend the second collection will be for the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development. 

CCHD works to break the cycle of poverty by helping 

low-income people participate in decisions that affect 

their lives, families and communities. CCHD offers a 

hand up, not a hand out. 

 

Next weekend, December 29th/30th, the Second 

Collection will be for St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

What do you do that requires only 10% of you? What do 

you do that leverages 50 or 60% of who you are? And 

what do you do that engages 90% of you? 

-Mathew Kelly 




