WELCOME TO OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION CHURCH

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29
St. Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr
5:00pm Tom Stacy †
Litchfield/Stacy Family
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
8:00am Mary Zboralske †
Zboralske Family
9:30am Anne Majuk †
Meriano Family
11:00am Benny Fernandez †
Luz Libre
7:30pm OLA Parishioners
MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
St. Sylvester I, Pope
8:00am Souls in Purgatory †
Greg Werking
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God
8:00am Vic Porter †
Phil Tinley & Maria Porter
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2
St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops &
Doctors of the Church
8:00am
Robert D. Knappman † K of C Council 4970
THURSDAY, JANUARY 3
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
8:00am
Souls in Purgatory †
Anonymous
FRIDAY, JANUARY 4
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
8:00am
Bruno & Anna Martin †† Marie Schuring
SATURDAY, JANUARY 5
St. John Neumann, Bishop
8:00am T. Hoffman (Sickness) Donna Kahren
5:00pm Jim Parsley †
Barbara Agnell

Anointed by the Spirit, we rejoice (Ps) in the truth (1)
that the Word became flesh (2).

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 29
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
RCIA 11:00am, St. Anne’s Room
MONDAY, DECEMBER 31
Parish Office Closed 8:30am
TUESDAY, JANUARY 1
Parish Office Closed 8:30am
OLA Basketball 9:00am, Parish Hall
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2
Legion of Mary Meeting 8:45am, St. Paul’s Room
OLA Basketball 9:00am, Parish Hall
Catholic Daughters (Court 1890) 6:00pm, St. Paul’s
Youth Music Ministry Rehearsal 6:00pm, Church
Adult Music Ministry Rehearsal 6:00pm, Church
THURSDAY, JANUARY 3
OLA Basketball 9:00am, Parish Hall
Martha & Mary Gathering 11:00am, St. John’s Hall
Bear Den Meeting 6;30pm, OLA Extension
Encounter: Adoration & Chapel 7:00pm, OLA Chapel
Living the Word 7:00pm, St. Paul’s Room
FRIDAY, JANUARY 4
OLA Basketball 9:00am, Parish Hall
SATURDAY, JANUARY 5
No events

Monday, December 31
1 Jn 2:18-21; Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13; Jn 1:14a, 12a; Jn
1:1-18
Tuesday, January 1
Nm 6:22-27; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21
Wednesday, January 2
1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn 1:19-28
Thursday, January 3
1 Jn 2:29–3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-4, 5-6; Jn 1:14a, 12a; Jn
1:29-34
Friday, January 4
1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn 1:35-42
Saturday, January 5
1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn 1:43-51
Sunday, January 6
Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13.; Eph 3:2-3a, 5
-6; Mt 2:1-12

OUR PARISH
The Holy Family of Nazareth
Today we celebrate the Holy Family where Jesus, the Eternal Son of God was born as Man
and where He grew up in Wisdom and Grace. This Family was Holy because it focused on
God. God created us to be holy and He calls all families to be holy. This happens when we
focus on God and serve one another out of love for God. We help each other to become holy
and be part of the family of God.

NEW YEAR´S MASSES

A Catholic Journey through Recovery

Octave of Christmas

The Pastoral Council is very pleased to announce
that we will inaugurate a new ministry, Catholic in
Recovery, in early January. The twice-monthly meetings will focus on the healing of addiction and unhealthy attachments. Together we will aim to supplement each other’s' personal recovery with a sacramental understanding of God's mercy using the traditions of the Catholic Church. During these meetings
we'll tie together liturgical themes, scripture from
Sunday's Mass readings and twelve step recovery
principles. Loved ones of those struggling with addiction or unhealthy attachments are welcome to participate. Our first meeting will be held on Monday,
January 7, from 6:00 - 7:00 pm in St. Paul’s
room. Confidentiality will be fully supported. Please
join these joyful meetings full of honesty, openness,
and gratefulness. If you have any questions related to
our Catholic in Recovery ministry, please contact
Jenny Teeters at
jennyteeters@gmail.com or 916-265-3935.

Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
***Holy Day of Obligation***
Tuesday, January 1st: 10:00 am

Christian Meditation Group
In an age of rush and noise, it is essential that we find
time to be still and quiet. “Be still and know that I am
God,” says the Psalmist. In this prayer of silence
called Christian Meditation we find God who dwells
in our own heart. And, in finding Him, we find our
own selves and thus, are renewed. A Christian Mediation Group regularly meets Mondays at 4:00pm in the
Chapel. Please call Fran at 488-4229 to learn more
about this program.

Baptismal Preparation Classes
January
Our next Baptismal preparation class will
be held on Tuesday, January 22 at 7 pm
in St. Anne´s. Please call the Parish
Office at 481-5115 to register.

Martha and Mary Ministry
“On their journey Jesus entered a village where a woman named Martha
welcomed him to her home. She had a
sister named Mary, who seated herself
at the Lord’s feet and listened to his
words.” Luke 10:38-42
The Martha and Mary Ministry meets
each month in the spirit of hospitality
demonstrated by Martha and Mary.
We provide funeral receptions for parishioners as
part of that ministry. Next year, we plan to incorporate bible study into our meetings to further emulate Martha and Mary, who set aside their work to
listen to Jesus.
We also enjoy a light luncheon with our meetings
and also welcome guest speakers who can enlighten us on topics of interest to the group.
All ladies of the parish are encouraged to stop by
on the first Thursday of each month, in St. John’s
Hall at 11:00 to join in faith and fellowship. For
additional information, please contact Joan Cotton
at faithformation@olaparish.net.
“Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in
his ways.” (Antiphon)

OLA SCHOOL NEWS
Important Admission Dates for 2019/2020
Our Lady of the Assumption Preschool – Eighth Grade
Personal Tour
Please contact Jane Ricci at 916-489-8958 or development@olaparish.net.
OLA Information Night
Please attend to learn more about our school program from our Principal,
Ms. Nicole Grant, and members of our faculty at 7:00 p.m. in St. John’s Hall
located off Walnut Avenue parking lot between the school and church buildings.
Open House
Mass begins at 9:30 a.m.
Classrooms are open from 10:30 a.m. to noon.
Kindergarten, Kinder Rich, Transitional Kindergarten and Preschool Visitation
Kindergarten & Kinder Rich: 9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
Preschool/Pre-K: 10:15 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Please check in at the school office (off Walnut Ave.) prior to visit.
Applications Due
Complete the on-line application at:
http://olaparishschool.beehv.com/admissions/admissions-application.
Email the front/back of your child’s two most recent report cards and
standardized test scores to development@olaparish.net.
Letters of Decision Mailed
February 28, 2019

Set appointment
January 10, 2019

January 27, 2019
February 8, 2019

February 15, 2019

Meetings are held in the Youth Room (Seton Hall)

Encounter

Grades 7 & 8: Wednesdays, 7:00pm-8:30pm

Eucharistic Adoration & Fellowship
1st Thursday of every month
7:00 to 8:00pm in the Chapel

Grades 9 - 12: OLA’s Life Teen Mass every Sunday
at 11am followed by group meeting from 12-1:30pm
For more information about Youth Groups,
please contact OLA´s Youth Minister,
Johann Rubia-Miller at (916) 481-5115 or
Email: youth@olaparish.net

For more information, contact Malcolm
MacDonald at
mmacdonald.ardeanery@gmail.com
“The greatest love story of all time is contained
in a tiny white Host."
-Ven. Fulton J. Sheen.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

J

esus planned our Redemption from all eternity.
To bring about the forgiveness of our sins and
make us children of God He charted a course of
action. Jesus wanted to come into the world
without being noticed, without a house, without money,
without a cradle, without
possessions... but not
without a family, a Holy
Family. He didn't want us to
be left without that Holy
Family either and now
Mary is our Mother, Joseph
our father, Jesus our
Brother and we... the
privileged members of the
Family of Nazareth.
Today's Gospel tells us
about a painful experience
for Mary and Joseph: the loss of Jesus. Families exist so
that joys and sorrows can be shared, so that my joy can
also be others' joy and my sufferings would never only
be mine. Today the family is the main target of the
enemy, because he knows, as St John Paul II said that
"as the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the
whole world in which we live." So we have a battle to
fight.
How can I change the world? What can I do for my
community, my city, my country, for peace in the
world? The answer is simple: love your family; love
each of the members of your family, as they are, taking
the bitter with the sweet. Family love is powerful.
Family unity is a hammer blow on the devil's head! An
army of families in which its members love each other,
who share joys and sorrows, who pray together, who
place God at the center and holiness as the common
goal. That army can change the world. Families are
under attack but in this violent battle that we fight,
family is also the weapon! Let us pray today for all the
families of the world, especially for those that are
suffering most.
Mary, Queen of the Family, St Joseph, my father and
lord, we entrust to you all the families of the world so
that you may protect them, defend them, comfort them,
fill them with supernatural love and bless them with
unity.

Mary, the Holy Mother of God

M

ary, the Holy Mother
of God, is the beginning. It just makes
sense. She initiated our Redemption. She opens the New Year also.
Is there any better way to kick off?
You have heard that a good start is
half of the battle. Let's make that
good start today, with Our Lady.
We are still in the Christmas
Season and we are reminded of
Our Mother keeping all the memories of Jesus and "pondering" them
in her Immaculate Heart. Christmas is a season to focus
our sights on Jesus. There is no better way than to learn
from Mary. To look at Him with the loving eyes of Our
Lady. St John Paul II invites us to contemplate the Virgin's gaze on her Child: “The contemplation of Christ has
a remarkable model in Mary. In a unique way the face of
the Son belongs to Mary. It was in her womb that Christ
was formed, receiving from her a human resemblance
which points to an even greater spiritual closeness. No
one has ever devoted himself to the contemplation of the
face of Christ as faithfully as Mary.”
We hurry like curious little children to come and see
Jesus always in the arms of His enraptured Mother. As
you are little you can get really close; in the arms of Mary
there is room for two, Jesus and you. There, in silence,
you look at Him and smile at her; you contemplate them
both and you learn to love.
And in the arms of Mary, beside that beautiful Baby,
we promise for the New Year to struggle to be good children of Mary, to remain in her arms during the whole
year, to try to grow in love with Jesus. Throughout this
year that we begin today, with the Grace of God, may I
keep my eyes on Jesus and, from your lap, Mary, my
Mother, may I be like you, keeping a permanent dialogue
with Jesus every single one of the 365 days of this year.

Prayer to the Holy Family of Nazareth

O

Holy Family of Nazareth, community of love of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, model and ideal of every Christian
family, to you we entrust our families. Open the heart of every family to the faith, to welcoming the Word of God, to
Christian witness, so that it becomes a source of new and holy vocations. Touch the hearts of parents, so that with
prompt charity, wise care, and loving devotion they be for their sons and daughters sure guides towards spiritual and
eternal values. Stir up the hearts of young people a right conscience and a free will, so that growing in "wisdom, age
and grace," they might welcome generously the gift of a Divine vocation. Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that all of
us, contemplating and imitating the assiduous prayer, generous obedience, dignified poverty and virginal purity lived
out in your midst, might set about fulfilling the will of God and accompanying with far-sighted sensitivity those
among us who are called to follow more closely the Lord Jesus, who "has given Himself for us" (cf. Gal 2:20).
Amen!

LIVE, LEARN &ENJOY YOUR FAITH
GET ON THE BUS
Each year this program rallies Catholic
communities throughout the state to
provide the children of incarcerated parents with a visit with their Mother or
Father.
Please join us for Get On The Bus volunteer training
WHEN: Saturday, January 5, 2019
WHERE: St John the Evangelist Church Carmichael.
5751 Locust Ave, Carmichael, CA 95608
TIME:
10:00 – 2:30pm
Please RSVP to Jackelin Aguilar, at (530) 844-8750 or
jaguilar@crjw.org

Christian Brothers High School Placement
Exam for Incoming Freshmen
Saturday, January 12, 2019
Eighth graders interested in attending CB in the 2019-20
school year are required to take the placement exam on
Saturday, January 12 from 8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Online
applications are due on January 10, 2019. Please contact
the admissions office for more information at (916) 7333690 or visit the CB website at www.cbhs-sacramento.org,

2019 Christ the King Passionist
Women´s Retreat
Renew your inner life at our parish weekend retreat for
women on Friday, January 11, 2019 at 4:30 pm
through Sunday, January 13, 2019, ending with lunch.
This year´s theme is: “On the Way with Jesus.”
Please make reservation soon, as room availability is
limited.
For more information, call OLA Coordinator, Patty
Callahan at 916-296-8477. For reservations, go to
www.christthekingretreatcenter.org or call 916-725-4720
ext. 301.

Discernment Day
Are you seeking for Truth? Are you yearning for the infinite and for happiness? Christ is the Answer! Come and
See! The Dominican Nuns of Corpus Christi Monastery
are hosting a Come and See Day for single, Catholic women ages 18-38 on January 19, 2019 at their monastery
on 215 Oak Grove Avenue in Menlo Park, California.
For those outside the San Francisco Bay Area, the nuns
also have limited accommodations for overnight guests.
For more information and to register visit
www.opnunsmenlo.org/upcoming-events/ or contact Sister Joseph Marie O.P. at vocations@opnunsmenlo.org.
The day begins with Mass at 8:00 a.m. followed by Divine Office, Rosary, Conferences on Discernment, Recreation with the nuns, Adoration and more! The event is free
and all meals will be provided.

DIOCESAN EVENTS
Join representatives from Catholic Funeral &
Cemetery Services, a Ministry of the Diocese of
Sacramento, they will be giving a brief
presentation after each of the Masses the weekend
of February 2 and 3, 2019. The presentations will
be held in St. John’s Hall, where you can get all
of your questions answered like; can we be
cremated? What is the difference between Funeral
and Cemetery? I think I have it all taken care of, I
have a burial rite already at the Cemetery. Who
picks up the deceased if they pass away at home?
What are the Church’s teachings around being
buried? Why is a Catholic Cemetery important?
We are here as your resource through one of life’s
most difficult times.
For more information, please contact Nicole
Zamora, Director of Community Outreach, at
(916) 840-2138 or by e-mail at
nzamora@cfcssacramento.org.

Calendar Highlights
Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God
First Friday
First Saturday

Questions of the Week
Theme: Jesus establishes his obedience to and
relationship with God the Father.
Breaking Open the Word
Suggested text for faith sharing: Today’s Gospel
Step One: Listen to the Word
As you hear this reading, what words or phrases
strike you? What in this reading touches your
heart? What lingers in your memory?
Step Two: Look into Your Life
Question for Children: Why is it important to
obey our parents? Why is it important to obey God?
Question for Youth: Jesus was obedient to his
parents, even though he was the Son of God. Why
is obedience so important? Is it something you
struggle with?
Question for Adults: How are you, too, called to
our Father’s house?

STEWARDSHIP
OFFERING
Thank you for your generosity this last
weekend.
Due to an early printing deadline, this information
will be unavailable until the weekend of December
2nd.
Thank you for your patience.

“See what love the Father has given us, that
we should be called children of God; and so
we are.” (1 John 3:1)
During this season of giving, let us remember the
most important gift we have received – being children
of God. As God’s children, it’s important that we
express our love for others as well. Tell your spouse,
children and other family members and friends that
you love them, frequently.

Please bookmark our link, located at
smile.amazon.com/ch/45-3954215. and
support us every time you shop at no
additional cost to you. Thank you!

Estate Planning
A legacy gift to Our Lady of the Assumption is one of the most rewarding and farreaching investments you can make. Our
Lady of the Assumption takes the trust
you place in us seriously. We are grateful
to those who have included us in their
plan for the distribution of their assets after death. We pray that you will keep Our Lady of the
Assumption Parish and/or School in mind. We invite
you to contact the Parish Office if you wish to learn
more about how you can include us in your estate planning.
Who do you want to help in powerful ways-large or
small-in 2019?
-Mathew Kelly

S e c o nd C oll e ct ion
December 29th/30th

This weekend, December 29th/30th, the second
collection is for St. Vincent de Paul Society.

St. Vincent de Paul’s Services,
Operation and Support
This weekend 29th and 30th, the
second collection will be for Our Lady
of Assumption’s St. Vincent de Paul
ministry. You, our OLA parishioners,
have been most generous in your
support for the poor living within
OLA’s parish boundaries. Since October, needy
families were helped with $6,098.45 for rent, utilities,
beds, furniture, clothing and other essentials. Also
since October 1st, 3,002 people were given food
including full Thanksgiving dinners for 173 families
totaling 626 people. The food locker is open two
mornings a week, giving a minimum of three meals for
three days for each member of the household. Clients
may come every 14 days. Food donations are
appreciated from the OLA ministries, OLA students,
and individual parishioners dropping off nonperishable items in the containers in the back of
church. The Youth Group’s “Soap for Souls” toiletries
bags are also greatly appreciated. Almost daily,
volunteers pick-up food at Winco and Save Mart stores
and twice-weekly trips are made to the Sacramento
Food Bank for much needed basics. Anyone interested
in being a part of OLA’s St. Vincent de Paul ministry
as either a Food Locker or Home Visitation volunteer
may talk with a member or call (916) 481-6352 for
information. Our local needy would not be assisted
without your OLA parishioner support. Stamped
envelopes for your use are in the pew racks. If you are
away for the Fifth Sunday collection, envelopes may be
dropped in another collection or left at the parish
office. Thank You! May God’s blessings be yours at
this most holy season!

Matthew 25 Ministries
Dear Parishioners,
We have had no one step forward to take
over the Medicine Bottle Project, so we
must discontinue it. Please do NOT drop
off medicine bottles in the Soap for Souls
black bins. Thank you very much for your
support for the past year. We made a huge
difference in that time!

