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Sunday, August 17, 2025

Bulletin for the Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

20" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“There is a baptism with which | must be baptized, and how great is my anguish

until it is accomplished! Do you think that | have come to establish peace on the

earth? Mo, | tell you, but rather division. From now on a household of five will be
divided, three against two and two against three.” - Lk 12:50-52
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Pastor
Rev. Eduino T. Silveira - pastor@olaparish.net

Pastors Emeriti
Rev. Brendan McKeefry & Rev. Michael F. Kiernan

Office Manager
Stacie Nieves - officemgr@olaparish.net
Worship and Communications
Casey Oliver - worship@olaparish.net
Ministry Coordinator
Jane Ricci - ministrycoordinator@olaparish.net
Faith Formation
Tracy Urban - faithformation@olaparish.net
Parish Maintenance
Jake Benjamin - olamaint@olaparish.net

Emails from OLA Parish staff will be sent from an
@olaparish.net email address or sent from OLA Parish via
Flocknote (mail@flocknote.com). Please check the sender's
email address if you receive any suspicious emails. Thank you.

OLA PARISH SCHOOL (Preschool - Eighth Grade)
Website: school.olaparish.net
Principal
Robert Love
Admissions
Elisabeth Gustorf - advancement@olaparish.net
School Office
Donna Eaddy - eaddy@olaparish.net

Mass Schedule
Saturday vigil Mass at 5:00 p.m.

Sunday Masses at 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
and 7:30 p.m.

8:00 a.m. daily Masses
(Monday-Friday and first Saturday)

Holy Days of Obligation:
8:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m.

Confessions
Confessions are heard inside the church on
Saturday afternoons at 3:30 p.m.

You may also call the parish office to schedule an appointment.

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

OLA ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Provides assistance for those in need
within our parish boundaries.

Please call: (916) 481-6352
Monday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Food Locker hours of operation are Tuesday and Thursday
mornings from 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Visit our website and join Flocknote for more information
about our parish, ministries, and upcoming events.

olaparish.net '@ flocknote.com/olaparish

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube!
0 facebook.com/OLAParish

@ instagram.com/ola_parish_ca
6 youtube.com/@OLAParishCA
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PARISH MISSION STATEMENT JOIN OUR OLA COMMUNITY

Love and Serve God. Love and Serve One Another.

The Mission of the parish community at Our Lady of the
Assumption Church is to proclaim the Word of God more fully, to
gain a more intimate knowledge of God through our Catholic

traditions, and to serve the people of God, especially in our efforts
to meet the needs of the poor in our community, and when
possible, around the world. We strive to build a sense of
community among our parishioners, with the entire family of God.

Sunday Collection 08/10/25:  $8,138.00  Thank vou for
E-Giving 08/04/25 to 08/10/25: $5,872.28 yo{",

Sunday Collection Total: $14,010.28 generosity!
Collection for Latin America: S 2,356.39
the St. Vincent de Paul Society the

. oA
Specialia
COLLECTIONS weekend of August 30/31.

OLA SVdP serves those in need who live within our parish
boundaries through the food locker and by helping with utility
and rent payments. Your support makes the work of SVdP
possible. Thank you.

September 6™ & 7" the Special Collection will be for Priest’s
Retirement.

We will have a “5'*" Sunday” Second
Collection for the OLA Conference of

LEAVE A LEGACY OF FAITH

Ensure your faith and values live on for generations to come by
including OLA in your will or estate plans.

Questions? Contact Elisabeth Gustorf, Advancement Director,
advancement@olaparish.net

COMMUNICATIONS INFORMATION

If you have an event to promote or news to share, please fill
out the Communications Request Form on our parish website
at https:// olaparish.net/communications-committee.

We will try to accommodate the dates you would prefer your item
to appear. All communications requests are subject to approval by
Fr. Eduino. For general questions or bulletin requests, you may
also send an email to communications@olaparish.net.

Bulletin Weekend Dates

Article Due Date

August 30" - 31 August 22
September 6" - 71 August 29"
September 13" - 14t September 25"

Are you attending Mass regularly at Our Lady of the
Assumption Church but not registered? Register
today as a parishioner! Visit our parish website at
https://olaparish.net/community/register-us or
scan the QR code below with your smartphone camera
to access our online parishioner registration form.

[=] 73> g Current parishioners may also
update/verify contact information
using the parishioner registration form.

Support our church easily &

securely with online giving!

Qur church now uses Flocknote for secure online
giving! You can donate by visiting the website below
on your computer or a mobile browser!

It's the easiest & most secure way to
give to our church and its ministries!

You can make one-time donations or
you can set up automatic, recurring
giving!

Sign up for online giving through your existing
OLA Parish Carmichael Flocknote account or by
visiting https://olaparish.flocknote.com/give.

Flocknote Fund It transaction fees are the industry
standard 1.1% + 30¢ per ACH transaction, and 2.9% +
30¢ per credit/debit card transaction.

OLA is in the process of transitioning to a new online
giving platform, Flocknote Online Giving. It is a simple
and secure way to donate online. Flocknote Online
Giving is an integrated component of our parish’s
comprehensive Flocknote parishioner database and
communication system. Using Flocknote Online Giving
is more efficient and convenient for both parishioners
and parish office staff. For questions or assistance
with your OLA Parish Flocknote account, please send
an email to flocknotesupport@olaparish.net.

Flocknote also offers an app for your smartphone
where you can easily check parish communications,
access educational videos through Flocknote Engage,
and of course access Flocknote Online Giving to make a
gift, view your giving history, or update recurring gifts.

OLA Parish Carmichael
»

OLA Parish Advisory Council Chairpersons
Pastoral Council: Carmy Baca
Finance Council: Joe Selewicz
Buildings & Grounds Committee: John Blaschke

To reach out to any advisory council chairperson, please call the
parish office or email parish@olaparish.net.

Stay connected with our parish via OLA Parish
Carmichael Flocknote. If you haven't already signed up
for parish emails, please visit our Flocknote website
https://olaparish.flocknote.com/ or scan the OR code

above using your smartphone camera. Be sure tojoin
the OLA Parish Carmichael News and the OLA Parish
Carmichael Faith and Catechesis email groups.
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SATURDAY, August 16
5:00 PM {1 Francisco and Adelina Sousa

SUNDAY, August 17t
7:30 AM { Larry Rillera (Birthday)
by Rick Rillera
7:30 AM {Frances Young
by Nicole Ventura
9:00 AM { Joao Jose Machado
11:00 AM }{ Fernando and Mary Garcia
7:30 PM All Parishioners (Missa Pro Populo)

MONDAY, August 18"
8:00 AM {Helen Gregorio
TUESDAY, August 19"
8:00 AM { Morgan Fielding
by Kannengeiser family

WEDNESDAY, August 20*

8:00 AM { Mary Maus
by Denise Dube

THURSDAY, August 21
8:00 AM (Sp) Alize De Souza (birthday)
by Grandparents De Souza
8:00 AM 1} Jeni Rillera (birthday)
by Rick Rillera

FRIDAY, August 22
5:30 PM (Sp) William Leighton-Armah

by Paulina Carbon & Leighton-Armah families
SATURDAY, August 23

5:00 PM (Sp) Cathy Apker (birthday)
by the Holy Spirit Bible Group

PARISH CALENDAR

Sunday, August 17t

Masses: 7:30 am - 9:00 am
-11:00am -7:30 pm

After 9:00 am Mass Pray &
Play - Playground

5:00 pm Adult Prayer &
Basketball - Church &
Affinito Hall

Monday, August 18"

8:00 am Mass
4:00 pm Meditation Group -
Church

Tuesday, August 19t

8:00 am Mass

8:30 am -7:00 pm
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament - Church

7:00 pm Baptism
Preparation - St. Paul's Rm.
Wednesday, August 20"

8:00 am Mass

Continued...

11:00 am Martha & Mary
Group - St. John’s Hall
6:00 pm Catholicsin
Recovery - St. Anne’s Room
7:00 pm OCIA - Affinito Hall
Mtg.Rm. 3

Thursday, August 21!

8:00 am Mass

8:30 am -7:00 pm
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament - Church

7:00 pm Living the Word -
Affinito Hall Mtg. Rm. 3

Friday, August 22
8:00 am Mass

Saturday, August 23"
9:30am Funeral for Patricia
Anderson - Church

11:00 am Quinceanera

3:30 pm Confessions -
Church

5:00 pm vigil Mass

To see a complete calendar of
events, please view our parish
website calendar at:
https://olaparish.net/calendar

FUNERAL
ARRANGEMENTS

Patricia Anderson
Saturday, August 23
at 9:30 a.m.

To request a Mass Intention, please come by the parish
office or call (916) 481-5115.

Mass Intentions refer to the practice of offering a Mass
for a specific purpose, such as for living or deceased
individuals. The “}" means that a person is deceased.
The “(Sp) means that it is a Special Intention for
someone in need or an event like a birthday. The practice
allows us to pray for others, both the living and the dead.
This is a meaningful way for Catholics to express their
faith and support for others through prayer.

A suggested donation in the province of the Archdiocese
of San Francisco, which the Diocese of Sacramento is
part, is $10.00 but if a person cannot afford it there is no
need for a donation.

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK OF AUGUST 17™

Sunday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Next Sunday:

St. Pius X, Pope

Saint

el Evudes

17™ Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. John Eudes, Priest
St. Bernard, Abbot and Doctor of the Church

The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
21t Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi

ST. PIUS X
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GOSPEL MEDITATION

August 10, 2025
20" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 12:49-53

During my baseball career, my best coach
often said, “You shouldn't be worried if |
yell at you. Be worried if | don't. If | stop
pushing you, it means | don't think you
have any more potential.” He demanded a
lot, and | knew it meant he saw that |
could be something special on the
baseball field.

Jesus says some demanding words to us
this week. “Do you think | have come to
establish peace on the earth?” he asks,
“No, tell you but rather division” (Luke
12:51). He wants you and me-in fact, all
the earth-to participate in the luminous
glory of God. That's why he speaks of
himself as a divine arsonist. Divine fire is
like a good coach: it demands the
removal of all that obstructs the
achievement of the lofty goal.

How is your life demanding right now?
That inconvenient family situation, the
unfair boss at work, the kids who reject
their parents’ wishes, the nagging health
issue? Maybe things would be more
peaceful devoid of these seemingly
arbitrary difficulties. But for us who
believe in the one who comes to set the
earth of fire, we should be much more
worried if he stops demanding so much
from us. In fact, let's thank him for it. He
sees how glorious we can become.

- John Muir O©LPi

Demanoin

For those in our commun

who hav
Horac&TCardinale

sed away...
-

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light

shine upon them.

May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of

God, rest in peace. Amen.

PRAY FOR OUR SICK BROTHERS & SISTERS

Bulletin Sick List Policy
To ensure the privacy of
people who are sick,
please make sure you
have their permission
before submitting their
name to the list.

The names will be added
in alphabetical order.
Once aname is added, it
will be removed either
when requested OR after
six months. Names will
then be removed unless
there is a specific request
to keep the name on the
list for longer.

To add aname, remove a
name, or if a name has
been removed that needs
to be added back, you
may call the parish office
at(916) 481-5115 or email:

communications@olaparish.net.
Thank you.

Doug Abbes

Cathy Apker
Shannon Armstrong
Donna Blaschke
Horace Cardinale
Ryan Daniels
Yolande De Forge
Robert DeAnda

John DeSouza

Aaron Esselman
Bobbie Hall

Kathy Harreld
Dorothy Heimbichner
Matthew Holmes
Christine Jansen
Sheila Johnson
Michael Kyalwazi
Michael and Shannon Langer
Kathleen Lemieux
Elaine Lyons

Delilah Macfal
Bennett Mattingly
Armie Mauricio
Langford Metzger
Jessica Montgomery

Nguyen Family
Kathleen Nolan
Dave Palmer

Maria Passarelli
Esther Paulos
Camille Peter

Adam Peter

T.J. Rapozo

Rob & Teresa Reavis
Guadalupe Rodriguez
Mary Roy

Marie Schuring
Hannon Sulochana
April Valencia

Linda Vaughan
Wesley Villariza
Tomasa Washington
Charlie Wetherall
Jack Wetherall

Cole Miller Whitney (baby)
Lawrence Wilhelm
Pat Wood

HOMEBOUND PARISHIONERS

Distribution of the Eucharist to our homebound parishioners is available.
Eucharistic Homebound Ministers are dedicated to serving the spiritual needs of
our homebound parishioners by bringing Christ to them and keeping them
connected to our community. Leave a message for Peggy Vellanoweth at the
parish office if you would like to receive the Eucharist.

FINDING HEALING AT

PREGNANCY ASSISTANCE

RACHEL'S VINEYARD

Pregnant? Worried?
Need Help?
Call (800) 910-0101

Th Gt e

Brtrvati [ff |

HEaling
diter
Abortion

Call
(916) 733-0161
or email
projectrachel@
scd.org.
All messages are
confidential.
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PARISH AND SCHOOL NEWS

OLA 75" ANNIVERSARY DINNER INFORMATION

Thank you to the Jubilee Committee and everyone who
contributed to making the Feast Day Mass and Dinner such a
memorable event! A full recap article will be included in next
weekend's bulletin.

Do you have a special OLA memory to share? We are still
collecting memories about OLA in commemoration of our
anniversary year. Please share a fond OLA memory in writing
or a picture with your contact information and email it to
communications@olaparish.net, drop off at the parish office,
or drop it off on the weekends in the memory collection basket
on the table near the altar server room (rectory side door).
These memories and pictures will be on our website!

OLA ADULT FELLOWSHIP
,\. All adult parishioners 18 and older are

1_ %J!‘!Sf basketball on Sunday, August 17",

invited to a fellowship of prayer and pickup

Come to the church as early as 5:00 p.m. if you like. There will
be a group rosary at 5:30 p.m. followed by basketball in Affinito
Hall. Basketball will wrap up in time for those attending 7:30
p.m. Mass. The parish is hoping to grow this new fellowship and
offer it on aregular basis! Please join us and spread the

word! Questions? Contact Catherine Olguin at 916-223-1257 or
catharina.936@gmail.com.

OLA MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES

Want to join a ministry? Does your ministry need
assistance? We can help you!

For more information about ministry at OLA, visit our parish
website: https://olaparish.net/community/ministries.

Do you wish to learn more about our parish ministries and/or
sign up to become involved? Our OLA Ministry Coordinator
Jane Ricciis here to help! Please reach out to Jane via email
at ministrycoordinator@olaparish.net. You may also call the
parish office at (916) 481-5115 to leave a message.

E

DREAMING WITH

e

OPEN EYES. __

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT LEADERSHIP
OPPORTUNITY

Fr. Eduino is looking for a high school student to be a member
of the Pastoral Council. This student would be an active
participant in the advisory council to our Pastor, Fr. Eduino. If
you are interested (or know someone who may be interested),
please contact Jane Ricci for more information via email at
ministrycoordinator@olaparish.net.

! Tp

CHECK OUT
OUR LADY OF THE ASSUMPTION SCHOOL

== Interested in enrolling your child in your Parish School?

Space is still available for the 2025-2026 school year for
1st-7th grades!

Let’s Connect! Email to schedule a tour:
advancement@olaparish.net

20TH SUNDAY IN CRDINARY TiMe

A SPACE VEHICLE THINK OF THE
THAT ISNT 1. | conresstona
CONSTANTLY an‘ A5 YOUR

BEING CORRECTED re PERSONAL
ONITS COURSE v I EARTH TRACKING (1
WILLENDUP A ™\ ) STATION ON -

MILLION MILES SR YOUR JOURNEY C
FROM ITS b TOHEAVEN g
DESTINATION, ) p

s, [}
b i

PRAYER FOR GENEROSITY

God who has gifted me every good thing,
Help me to remember what truly matters.
To treasure love above all else,
and to serve readily.

Students: Please cut out I
the brick and bring it to
school on Monday to add to
your class board and help
your class “build” their faith!

I i 2025
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PRAYER AND FORMATION AT OLA

CATHOLICQ & A

EXPOSTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

All are invited to come pray in the church on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. -7:00 p.m.

Make time to pray in the
peaceful presence of
our Lord.

All are invited to pray a
Holy Hour if you have
the time to do so.

To sign up for an Adoration time slot, please contact
Don Thamer at don.nprz6@gmail.com
or(916) 549-7195 mobile/text.

OLA MEDITATION GROUP

This group gathers weekly and follows Christian meditations
to help participants grow in relationship with Christ.

Meetings are in the church on the first and third Mondays of the
month, at 4:00 p.m., and on Zoom the other Mondays of the
month. Email Fran Rider at bilrider2808@sbcglobal.net for
more information. “Be still and know that | am God.”

LIVING THE WORD
SCRIPTURE STUDY

All are welcome for Living the Word Scripture Study on
Thursday evenings at 7:00 p.m. in Affinito Hall Meeting
Room 3. At Living the Word, we discuss the Sunday
scripture readings and how they apply to our daily lives.

CATHOLICS COME HOME

If you are returning to your Catholic Faith, we would like to
offer an informal conversation with a member of the parish
staff to help facilitate a comfortable active return to our
church community by sharing information on topics that may
have changed in your absence: Sacraments, Explanation of
Mass, Church Terminology, Divorce/Annulment, etc. as well as
discussing the many OLA ministry options. Interested? Please
leave a message for Jane at(916) 481-5115 or send an email:

ministrycoordinator@olaparish.net. We are very excited to
have you join our faith family!

Choir in the Pews is a volunteer
ministry that is open to all
ability levels. We need prepared
singersin the pews who are
willing to sing out during Mass to
support and encourage the
singing of others. If you have
been interested in participating
in music ministry, but have never
had the time, this ministry is for
you! Please email Casey Oliver

at worship@olaparish.net to
learn more.

"WE ARE
THE EASTER
., PEOPLE AND

1 !
balelah15
..Jf"

OUR SONG.

WHY REGISTER AT YOUR PARISH

Question: Why is it so important that we register in a parish?
Isn't it good enough that we go to Mass?

Answer: Registration is the official way we join a parish
community. Many people think that because they attend a
particular parish they automatically belong. At times, young
adults who have moved away for years think they are still signed
up under their parents. But membership requires signing up,
formally enrolling yourself in a parish. Registrationis a
commitment to a community, a way to be included in the
religious, social, and ministerial activities of your parish. Your
registration affects the parish in many ways. Census numbers
can determine how many priests are assigned to a church, what
benefits and obligations the community has to the diocese, and
how Masses, Confessions, and devotions are planned and
scheduled.

Registration shows you belong. It is also necessary for certain
benefits, like scheduling sacraments, obtaining sponsor
certificates, and getting donation statements for taxes. Most
importantly, it lets the parish count on you, to call on you to
assist in its mission. Registering in your parish is a statement of
faith and confidence in the life and work of your parish. OLPi

YOUTH FAITH FORMATION UPDATE

The OLA Faith Formation program will resume on Sunday,
September 7, at 10:15 a.m. in Bannon Hall with a family
orientation. Registration for the program will take place all
Sundays in August in the Faith Formation Office (door to the
left of the Parish Office) from 10:00 a.m. - noon. Visit the parish
website to learn more: https://olaparish.net/formation/faith-
formation/becoming-catholic-children.

There is an urgent need for catechists to guide children,
youth, and families preparing for the sacraments of initiation
in growing their relationship with Jesus and sharing the
principles and practices of our Catholic faith and traditions.
Please reach out to Tracy Urban, Faith Formation Coordinator
at FaithFormation@olaparish.net or (916) 509-0625.

There will be a Back to School Mass and blessing for ALL
students “pre through PhD” (preschool-college), school
personnel, and all those who support students this Sunday,
August 17, at the 11:00 a.m. Mass.

LEARN MORE ABOUT BECOMING CATHOLIC

Are you interested in learning more about our rich Catholic
faith and possibly becoming Catholic? Or do you know
someone who is interested? If you are the age of 18 or older
and interested, inquiries will be held on the following
Wednesdays: August 6™, 13*, 20" and 27*. All sessions will
be from 7:00-8:00 p.m. in Affinito Hall, Meeting Room 3
(accessed via Cottage Way). You are welcome to join us at all
four sessions and learn more! We will answer your questions
and share the OCIA process. If you will be joining us, or if you
have any questions, contact Jordan Holmes via email at

ocia@olaparish.net.
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OLA CONFERENCE

For those who need assistance and live within our parish
boundaries, the SVdP food locker is open Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 10 A.M. - 12 P.M. We can also help with
utility and rent payments. Questions? Call(916) 481-6352.

If you have fresh vegetables
and/or fruits from your garden,
our clients would greatly
appreciate them. These can be
; dropped off on Tuesday and

- Thursday mornings.

THE GENEROUS
WILL BE BLESSED,
FOR THEY SHARE

THEIR FOOD WITH »
THE POOR,

A"

Thank you for dropping off your donations at the parish
office or in the SVdP collection boxes at the back of the
church.

COMMUNITY & CULTURAL FOOD FESTIVAL

SAVE THE DATE
St. Anthony Community & Cultural Food Festival
Saturday September 6, 2025
Noon -8:00pm
International Food Booths
Fun & Games for the Entire Family
Live Entertainment
Free Flu Shots
Raffle Prizes
Free Admission
For additional information contact Norma Montez at

916-428-5678 or http://www.stasac.org
St. Anthony Parish at 660 Florin Road

“AMERICANS WITH NO ADDRESS” FILM

St. John the Evangelist’s St. Vincent de Paul's Conference
invites you to a Movie Night on Thursday, August 21in our
church’s St. James Hall. The award-winning documentary
“Americans with No Address” was produced locally and will be
shown at 6:30 pm followed by a question-and-answer session
with the CEQ of the production company and representatives
from other organizations who work with our local homeless
population. Admission and snacks are free; however, we will
gladly accept donations for our SVDP conference’s works.
The content of the documentary is appropriate for teens
and adults.

*This will also be shown on September 18" at 6:00pm at the
LDS Stake Center (2745 Eastern Avenue).

LOVE AND SERVE GOD, LOVE AND SERVE ONE ANOTHER

St. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Catholic
inRecovery

WEEKLY MEETINGS AT OLA

Join Catholic in Recovery Wednesday nights at 6 p.m. in

St. Anne’s Room. Meetings combine the spiritual principles of
12-step recovery and the sacraments of the Catholic Church.
Join othersinrecovery as we overlap scripture from Sunday’s
Mass readings, liturgical themes, and recovery topics with
honest discussion and prayer. Confidentiality is protected.
We welcome those recovering from any addiction,
compulsion, or unhealthy attachment: alcoholism; drug
addiction; compulsive overeating; restricted eating;
lust/pornography addiction; gambling addiction; technology
addiction; compulsive spending; codependency; control, fear,
resentment, and grief. For more information, visit our
website: www.catholicinrecovery.com, or Bill B. at (561) 827-
0624 or at bbefort@bellsouth.net.

OLA’s GABRIEL PROJECT UPDATE

Gabriel Project would like to thank everyone for
their prayers and support of our mission!

Alba is now home with her twin boys and is doing
well.

Mariais due in September and is expecting a
baby girl. We have been able to provide her with

basic baby necessities, and we are asking for prayers for a
safe delivery.

Leeanais due in December. Prayers for a healthy and safe
pregnancy are appreciated.

Our other Moms no longer need our assistance and have
even donated back their baby items to help others.
Everylife.com is a Pro Life Diaper company. They believe
“every baby is a miracle from God who deserves to be loved,
protected, and supported”. They are partnering with OLA
Gabriel Project, offering a 10% discount code: OLA10. Every
time the code is used, the buyer gets 10% off and OLA’s
Gabriel Project gets a 10% commission put into an EveryLife
account that we can use at the end of each month!

JUBILEE YEAR - PILGRIMS OF HOPE

Bishop Soto's third Jubilee theme is probably the most
difficult of them all: "We groan in hope with all creation for
God's redemption.” Indeed, the groaning of the world is ever
more apparent. Missiles have flown between Tel Aviv and
Teheran; the churches in Lebanon, Syria, and Africa are
producing martyrs; and civil unrest in our own nation makes
this global anxiety felt even more at home. As Bishop Soto
reminds us, in this life, "we are not exempt from pain and
suffering." However, "in this suffering, we express our longing
and desire and trust in God’s love and promises.”

Christ himself groaned to Father with "loud cries and tears"
during his Passion, and "he was heard because of his reverent
submission"(Heb 5:7). His invocation of Psalm 22 on the Cross
is not, therefore, a statement of utter despair ("My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me"), but remains an expression
of invincible hope in God's saving power. "All the ends of the
earth shall remember," the Psalmist continues, "and turn to
the Lord; and all the families of the nations shall worship
before him." From Calvary, Christ already points to the
recapitulation of all creation to God. - Joey Belleza, Ph.D.
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